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I t’s the most unique book and author event of the year.  A Gathering of Authors has been called the speed-
dating of the region’s literary scene because authors have less than ten minutes to pitch their books to an 

audience that gets to enjoy a cash bar, live music, complimentary snacks, a pop-up book store, author book 
signings and an evening that ends with fresh baked cookies and hot coffee for everyone.

To add to the fun, there’s a raffle with lots of goodies and this year we are inviting guests to pose for our 
photographers and collect their pictures from our Facebook page. 

(continued)

ADMISSION AND PARKING IS FREE.

DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 PM, PRESENTATIONS BEGIN AT 6:30 PM, AND THE 
WHOLE THING ENDS BY 10:00.

OUR POP-UP BOOK STORE WILL ALSO FEATURE SEVERAL OF 
OUR BACKLIST BEST SELLING AUTHORS AND THEIR BOOKS.

ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED.



FEATURED BOOKS AND AUTHORS PRESENTING
Rachael Schaeffner of Avonworth is busy with her high school studies, 
marching band, getting ready for SAT’s and promoting her amazing book, 
THE TAIL OF TWO BROTHERS. Adventure and danger are all about 
in a far-away land known as Dragon Landia as four young dragons find 
themselves tasked with saving their world from falling into a devastating 
war.

Dr. Carl Flecker of O’Hara Township is launching the fifth in his “Crete 
Sloan” mystery series. His new thriller, ONLY YOU, is about a shocking 
double murder that takes place in Pittsburgh.  This time, the dead are 
Sloan’s police partner and his lover.  As the protagonist races to find the 
killers, he is pulled into the dark world internet fraud and mob hit men.  
Oh, and if the title, “Only You,” sounds familiar to you, this author likes to 
choose titles for his books based on his favorite oldies.

Former Pitt Professor, James Kehl of Sewickley is launching, THE CROSS, THE EAGLE AND THE RISING 
SON.  This previously untold story centers on the Vatican’s attempt to orchestrate a victory for Japan by keeping 
the US out of World War II.  In this tell-all Kehl writes a new chapter in pre-World War II diplomacy, unearthing 
the role of two Catholic priests who nearly changed the course of history.  James Kehl’s previously published 
book is, “The University Remembered:  Personal Reflections on Pitt and a Few of its People.”  

Thomas Leech and Linda Kaplan, both of Pittsburgh co-authored BRIDGES, PITTSBURGH at the POINT…A 
JOURNEY THROUGH HISTORY and they won a coveted national Independent Publisher’s Award for it in 
2017.  Leech and Kaplan—two bridge engineers—have written the first and only book written that tells the 
full story of every one of the 34 bridges that ever spanned the three great rivers at The Point.  The authors take 
readers back to the daring construction of the first wooden bridge in 1818 and on to the incredible and brilliant 
innovations that make up the story of each one of the bridges at The Point.

Therese Rocco of Pittsburgh, revolutionized the way police all over the country investigate missing children’s 
cases. Because of her innovations, missing child cases that would otherwise have gone cold, ended in success.  
Her book, THERESE ROCCO: PITTSBURGH’S FIRST FEMALE POLICE CHIEF, details the cases she holds 
dearest to her heart and reveals a life of dedication to duty and the spirit and will it took for a woman to rise up 
through the ranks in a big city police department. 
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Establishing a great band that actually makes money takes energy and 
smart ideas.  Heath Kipp of Natrona Heights has done it with success.  
In his book, THE BAND BOOK, Kipp carefully reveals how an upstart 
can maximize crowd size, minimizing conflict and drama and while 
increasing profits.  THE BAND BOOK is a comprehensive how-to that 
can be used for success in almost any endeavor.

Robert MacDougall of Andover, Massachusettes, has taught history 
his entire career and his goal has always been to humanize it by 
finding new ways of telling stories of the people who made it.  In his 
book, RANTS, RAVES AND REFLECTIONS OF AN AMERICAN 
HISTORIAN, MacDougall has compiled sixty essays on American 
History written in his inimitable way.  Word Association previously 
published MacDougall’s book, “American History: It’s More Than the 
Crap You Learned in High School.”

The amazing Table Ladies are back with a new mystery, WINTER 
COMES.  Writing again under the pen name, Octavia Long, the authors, 
all residents of Longwood Retirement Community in Oakmont, 
have collaborated to bring back their protagonists—also residents 
of an upscale retirement community—this one on the banks of the 
Chesapeake in Maryland—who again come upon a mystery that begins 
when one neighbor is robbed of her jewels and another—a former U.S. 
State Department official who is writing his memoir—discovers that his 
private files are missing.

John and Sukey Jamison of Latrobe left the corporate world for a 
life in the rolling farmland of Westmoreland County with no clue as 
to how they were going to make a living.  Their book, COYOTES IN 
THE PASTURE AND WOLVES AT THE DOOR, is the story of a young 
couple and their three children and how they overcame the financial 

hardships and their own lack of knowledge to turn Jamison Farm into a top producer of fine quality lamb that 
has become a staple on the menus of the best restaurants in the country.

C. William Davis of Brackenridge is taking readers on a journey to those ordinary places that are somehow 
familiar yet strange, wonderful and mysterious.  Each of the stand-alone stories, in his book, WHISPERS, 
ECHOES AND WISPS OF THE WIND, presents a new adventure into the unknown.  Davis is the author of 
three previously published mysteries that comprise “The Clive Aliston Series,” which includes “The Foreverman,”  
“Tail of the Scorpion,” and “The Ticket  Master-Return of the Foreverman.”  Davis will be making an exciting 
announcement at the Gathering relating to his mystery series.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON A GATHERING OF AUTHORS CONTACT: 
FRANCINE COSTELLO OF WORD ASSOCIATION PUBLISHERS AT 

724 226 4526  
OR LINDA DAVIS AT 724 681 8650


